Comité de Liaison des Géomètres Européens – Council of European Geodetic Surveyors

CEPLIS General Assembly - Brussels 28th June 2001
Attendance by surveyors:

1.

B. Bour (CEPLIS), P Prendergast (CLGE), J Bieberstein (GE), G
Morocutti (CNEL), M Curtis (RICS), J Craig (ESCS), J Hector (RICS
Europe)

The morning was attended by approximately 20 delegates and was devoted to, approval of
minutes, adoption of minutes from the last general assembly, reports from the President, VicePresident, and Treasurer, and the adoption of accounts for 2000 and a budget for 2001. Two
important points were raised;
a) there is a need to increase the representation of professionals from each country to
ECOSOC where professionals are under-represented (new nominations in September 2001)
b) it is the responsibility of mono-professional groups to contact the EU applicant countries
and provide assistance to them to build a profession within these countries (suggested to
hold seminars in applicant countries to minimise expense for them, and for EU countries to
sponsor applicant countries).
The main event was the elections of the Executive Board for the next three years. Sincere
congratulations to B Bour who was elected President of CEPLIS. The New Executive Board is
as follows:
Inter-professional College
A Bedoussa (UNAPL, FR), J Ferguson (UKIPG,
UK),
J ousseaux (UNPLIB, BEL), A-M Sigmund (BUKO, AUT)
Mono-professional College
B Bour (CLGE, FR), P Bundagaard (PGEU, DK),
S Coimbra (CLPUE, **), A Geranois (EFO, **)

2.

The afternoon session was attended by approximately 70 delegates and was consisted of two
discussions. Firstly, J Stoodley, Head of Unit, Unit “Regulated professions (Qualifications)”,
Internal Market, European Commission gave a presentation on the future of the mutual
recognition of diplomas and professional qualifications within the European Union.
The European Commission is conducting a consultation exercise on “the future regime for
professional recognition” within the EU, and have circulated a questionnaire
(MARKT/D/8131/3/2001-EN) to invite views from national authorities, professional
associations, and other interested parties. The consultation is part of the SLIM initiative for
simpler legislation in the Internal Market, and follows on from the Commission’s
Communication on “New European Labour Markets, Open to All, with Access to All”. The
deadline for response to this consultation is 28 September 2001. This consultation is
preparatory to proposals, which are expected ahead of the European Summit in Madrid next
March. Copies of the consultation paper are attached.
Mr Stoodley stated that it seems likely that the sectoral and general directives will be combined
into one, to ensure greater clarity.
•
Advisory committees for regulated professions covered by the sectoral directive are
likely to be discontinued
•
80% of mobility under the general directive is without any compensation measures
•
Commission interested in the idea of common professional platforms, similar to the
FEANI procedure
•
BAC+3 derived from the original EU Treaty to maintain a high level for professional
qualifications, but most common denominator accepted in order to be inclusive.
Countries have right to set their level (i.e. BAC+5) for a regulated profession.
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•
•
•

The requirement for CPD and revalidation applies to migrants also, but only after
recognition of professional qualifications (not part of the recognition process).
Practice of the profession is currently not even required by mutual recognition.
Freedom of services has 2 aims a) gaining recognition if move to another country, and b)
being able to provide services across frontiers.

Mr Stoodley requested all national associations to provide submissions on what do they think is
and is not important for the future.
M Curtis, President Geomatics Division RICS, asked whether countries have the right to
require a knowledge of the local land laws by non-national professionals wishing to practice
within the country, and whether countries rather than professional associations have the right to
issue licences for cadastral surveying. Mr Stoodley stated that on the grounds of subsidiarity,
the EU does not intend to intervene in cases where Member States reserve certain activities to
particular professions, and that the European Court of Justice has confirmed Member States’
right to require knowledge of local laws. B Bour stated that the RICS was invading European
countries by establishing associations, which is contrary to the EU concept of mutual
recognition.
3.

Finally, Mrs Bloom, and Mr *****, both members of the Belgian Parliament gave a very
general overview of the important issues for the Belgian Presidency of the EU. They stated that
the Belgian Parliament does not have total control of the program, since certain issues span a
number of Presidencies, and have a priority ranking on take-over. Issues discussed which were
important from the surveying perspective were;
•
European Parliament and European Commission need expert advice in the areas of a)
poles of excellence, b) standardisation and co-ordination, c) linking European and US
research. CEPLIS has a role to play providing this expert advice.
•
Meeting pointed out the fact that the liberal professions were very badly represented in
ECOSOC - only 4 professionals represented from a professional population of ~ 4
million, compared to an over-representation of farmers.
•
95% of European companies have less 5 people. European Directives and regulations are
OK for large companies, but many small companies have problems implementing new
rules.
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