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Introduction

CLGE GA in Opatija (CRO) May 2011
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Introduction

CLGE GA in Opatija (CRO) May 2011 [Germany and Switzerland]

CLGE Seminar - Umeå (SWE) June 2011 [Bergen Seminar�Norway, Ireland 
and Croatia]

Visit Germany and Switzerland Sept 2011
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CLGE GA in Tallinn (EST) Sept 2011 [planning workshop in Edinburgh 
and visit UK)

IV Simpozij Ovlaštenih Inženjera Geodezije ( Opatija-Hrvatska) Oct 2011

Simposium in Vitoria-Gasteiz (SP) (Jan 2012) 

Visit to RICS – London (UK) (Jan 2012)

Meeting IG-PARLS  Brussels (BE) Mar 2012
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Cadastral And Land Management System In Spain
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The Spanish nation is composed in the form of 
State of Autonomies

It is one of the most decentralized countries in 
Europe, along with Switzerland, Germany and 

Spain in Figures   

504.782 km2                         47.190.493 inhabitants
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Europe, along with Switzerland, Germany and 
Belgium; for example, all Autonomous 
Communities have their own elected parliaments, 
governments, public administrations, budgets, and 
resources

Therefore, health and education systems among 
others are managed regionally, besides, the 
Basque Country and Navarre also manage their 
own public finances based on foral provisions.
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Number of

Municipalities

Surface

Has

Number of

Parcels

Cadastral Value

(€)

Rural
7.591 47.560.593,29 39.957.113 43.000.121.835,11

Parcels (buildings not included)

Spanish cadastre information (excluding Basque Country and Navarra)

Urban
7.591 1.073.858,08 13.353.000 1.000.038.858.879

Source: Área de Estadística. Dirección General del Catastro. Ministerio de Economía y Hacienda

8% GDP* Nacional

>45 millions of parcels �Cadastral value ≈ 0.5 market value ==>  88.000 million €

*GDP: Gross Domestic Product 
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Land Registry

Notary

Publicly Appointed Official NOT Civil Servant
BAC+5+State Exam (law)
Record of Rights/Mortgage publicity purposes
Not compulsory

Publicly Appointed Official NOT Civil Servant
BAC+5+State Exam (law)
Deeds of transfer/alteration

Notary

Cadastre

Municipality

Deeds of transfer/alteration

Civil servant not Land/Geodetic Surveyor
Record of parcels
Fiscal/Tax/Valuation Purpose
Compulsory by citizen or municipality

Civil servant not Land/Geodetic Surveyor
License/Permission to divide/segregate
NOT legal permission but administrative
Provider & Beneficiary of Cadastre
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Example of process: Parcel Division

Permission from municipality [Technical Project] 

Deeds of Alteration (Notary) 

Register in CadastreRegister in Cadastre

Register in Land Registry
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Example of process: Transfer of Ownership

Deeds of Transfer (Notary) 

Description of the parcel may be done, in order to “update” the actual surface 
(Physical Reality)
Generally is described as “After new measurement the parcel is 2.000m2 instead 
1.500m2” � but not plan given nor name of surveyor

Register new owner in Cadastre, done by Notary (No update of cadastral plan)

Register in Land Registry 

“New surface of the plot is registered if percentage of increase/decrease is :
- Less than 5% �Directly with no other document than deeds
- Less than 20% �With a technical report done by a “surveyor”
- More than 20% �Expediente dominio (Notary or Judge)
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Land Register

Municipality

Deeds

Cadastre
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Cadastre
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Cadastral situation in Spain
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Cadastral situation in Spain
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Cadastral situation in Spain
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Land and Real Estate Property “Management”

Abandoned

Neglected

Ignored

Defenceless
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EUROPEAN SYSTEMS
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Germany and Switzerland

Technical and Legal Security
High level Surveyors � Accord Multilateral �Regulation of the profession � PAS
Public Administration  exclusive activity� Private Surveyors

System and Profession regulated by law

I CLGE - GA Edinburgh (UK) 30-31 March 2012           PEDRO ORTIZ (COITT - SPAIN)

England &Wales

Legal Security
High level Surveyors � Standards & qualification by Organisation � Free access to profession
Public Administration  collaboration� Private Surveyors
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CONCLUSIONS
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In Spain

We do have high quality organisations but together the system is a chaos
We do believe that changes must be done in Spanish system
We do need help to design the “new” system and help for lobbying

In Europe

We do know Germanic systems and English & Wales system
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We do know Germanic systems and English & Wales system
We believe both systems may help us to design our changes
We would like to have more knowledge from other European countries
We would like to invite other countries to join this initiative 

Remarks

We must have a  system with high technical and Legal Security
Surveyors must have a high qualification � We believe in Accord Multilateral
Collaboration between Administration and private surveyor is a must

Regulation by law
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Anyone of you have same situation?

Anyone of you want to join us?
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pedro.ortiz@coit-topografia.es


