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Piri Reis (Captain Piri) 
His real name was Ahmed Muhiddin Piri. 
 
Sailor (captain, admiral), surveyor, 
cartographer ... 
 
Born in 1465 in Gallipoli, Turkey 
(Ottoman Empire) 
 
Died in 1554 in Cairo, Egypt (Ottoman 
Empire) 
 
Reis - a military rank of the Ottoman 
Empire, similar to a naval captain, which 
was often added to the officer's name 
during the Ottoman Empire. 
 



Events in time of Piri 
Reisa 
•  Great geographical discoveries took place 

from the mid-15th to the mid-16th century. 
•  They were a result of the conquest of 

Constantinople in 1453 by the Ottoman Empire 
and the disruption of trade with Asia. 

•  European researchers visited most of the 
inhabited parts of the world - Christopher 
Columbus, Vasco de Gama, Ferdinand Magellan, 
Amerigo Vespucci. 

•  The expansion of geographical and other 
knowledge, in its volume and speed, was 
enormous. No other century until then can’t be 
compared with that period! 

 



Great geographical discoveries  



Beginnings, learning, sailing 

•  He received his first navigation lessons 
from his uncle Kemal Reis, a famous 
sailor and pirate of the time who later 
became an admiral of the Ottoman 
Empire and had his own fleet. 

•  From 1487 to 1493 Piri sailed the 
coasts of North Africa, Spain and Italy 
as well as the islands of the western 
Mediterranean. 

•  During the navigation he took notes 
and sketched the coasts and islands. He 
collected drawings and maps. 



Beginnings, learning, sailing 

•  In the year 1487 as a very young man, 
he took part in the attack on Malaga. 

•  Together with his uncle participated in 
numerous naval battles against Spain, 
the Republic of Genoa, the Republic of 
Venice, and in the first and second 
Battle of Lepanto (years 1499 and 
1500) 

•  Piri Reis commanded his own ship in 
Kemal's fleet in the Turkish-Venetian 
war from 1499 to 1502. 

•  Kemal Reis was killed in 1511, on his 
way to Egypt, in a shipwreck near 
Rhodes. 



Studies on Navigation 

•  After his uncle's death, Piri Reis 
returned to Gallipoli where he began 
working on his studies on navigation. 

•  Over several decades of sailing, he 
recorded details of the shores where he 
sailed and the places where he stayed. 

•  He used all these notes, drawings 
(sketches) and maps in his future 
works, especially in his studies on 
navigation. 

•  On the basis of collected data, wrote 
the book Kitab-Bahriyah – Book of 
Navigation, instructions for sailors. 



Kitāb-ı Baḥrīye - Book of 
Navigation 
•  The first manuscript of the 

Book of Navigation was 
published in 1521. It is 
considered to be the 
world's first navigation 
guide. 

•  The book gave sailors 
information about the 
coast, islands, passages, 
straits, and bays of the 
Mediterranean Sea; where 
to take shelter in case of 
bad weather, how to sail 
into numerous 
Mediterranean Sea ports, 
etc. 



Kitāb-ı Baḥrīye - Book of 
Navigation 

The book was revised between 1524-1525, with 
additional information and better-made maps. That 
edition had 434 pages of text and 290 maps. The 
manuscript was published in 1526 and handed 
over to Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. 



Kitāb-ı Baḥrīye –  
Book of Navigation 
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Kitāb-ı Baḥrīye –  
Book of Navigation - Adriatic 
Sea 
•  The book is an excellent maritime manual for 

Adriatic Sea navigation. 
•  In the second volume of the second edition of 

the book, subtitled Dalmacja kijilari, 22 maps of 
the Croatian coast and islands of the eastern 
Adriatic Sea were published. 

•  That volume contains maps of the cities of 
Dubrovnik and its surroundings, Šibenik, Zadar, 
Medulin, Pula, Rovinj, Vrsar, Poreč, Novigrad, 
Umag, then maps of the islands of Mljet, 
Korčula, Vis, Hvar, Molat, Škarda, Rab, 
Premuda, Pag, Krk, Cres, Unije, Verude. 

•  Its portulas are among the oldest cartographic 
documents of Ottoman origin that show Croatian 
soil on a larger scale. 



Piri Reis on web 

•  Croatian radiotelevision show: 
    On the Edge of Science - 15.03.2005. –  
    named Secrets of Ancient Maps. 
•  Participants were prof. dr. sc. Miljenko 

Lapaine (Faculty of Geodesy, Zagreb) and 
prof. dr. sc. Drago Novak (founder of the 
Novak Cartographic Collection). 

 
•  The full show is on YouTube on link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BOVR4falrmc  

 

 



The first map 
of the world 
•  In 1513 he made in 

Gallipoli the first of his 
two maps of the world. 

•  He used Columbus' 
map and maps made 
in the time of 
Alexander the Great 
(probably Ptolemy). 

•  As originals he used 20 
maps from the library 
in Alexandria - Arabic, 
Portuguese, Spanish, 
Ancient Greek, Chinese 
and Indian maps. 



From that map only 
the part that shows 
the Atlantic to the 
western parts of the 
African coast and the 
east coast of the New 
World (America) and 
Antarctica was 
preserved . 

The map probably 
showed the whole 
of Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and the 
discovered parts 
of America. 

It was 
found in 
1929 in 
Topkapi 
Palace in 
Istanbul. 

On the Edge of Science  



Sailing and conquests 
Second map of the world 
•  In 1516 he sailed again as captain 

of the Ottoman fleet. 
•  He took part in the Ottoman 

conquest of Egypt in 1516. and 
took part in the siege and 
conquest of Rhodes in 1522. 

•  He sailed to Egypt in 1524. 
•  In 1528 he made another map of 

the world and presented it to the 
Sultan. 

•  It presented new discoveries of 
the time. 



 
 
Second 
map of 
the 
world 
The only 
preserved part of 
that map is its left 
upper quarter.  
It is a description 
of the Atlantic 
Ocean with a part 
of the New World. 



Later years and his 
death in 1554 
•  According to some sources, during his life, 

Piri also collaborated with the Turkish pirate 
Barbarossa in plundering French merchant 
ships. He was very rich. 

•  In 1547 he was promoted to the rank of 
Reis (captain/admiral). He became 
commander of the Ottoman Fleet in the 
Indian Ocean and admiral of the Egyptian 
Fleet based in Suez. 

•  For the next few years he conquered the 
Mediterranean, as the head of his fleet. The 
fighting was mostly against the Portuguese. 



Later years and his 
death in 1554 
•  In 1552, at the end of his voyage to 

Egypt, he stationed the fleet at Basra 
(present-day Iraq) as the last point of 
the voyage. 

•  He left the navy in Basra, so that the 
ships could be repaired and the sailors 
rested. 

•  He personally returned to Egypt with 
three ships full of loot, where he was 
arrested and detained. 

•  Namely, the governor of Basra, Kubat-
pasha, was not satisfied with the 
amount of loot he left him. 



Later years and his 
death in 1554 
•  As a sign of political support to Kubat-

pasha, Egyptian governor Mehmed-pasha 
imprisoned Piri Reis and accused him of 
intrigues at the court and conspiracy. 

•  He is also accused of negligence in the 
service (leaving the fleet) and for protecting 
his own interests and wealth. 

•  In 1554, he was executed in Egypt on 
decision of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. 
His treasures were allocated to the state 
treasury and shipped to the Topkapi Serai 
Palace in Istanbul. 



Piri Reis in 21. century 

•  UNESCO declared 2013 as the year of Piri Reis 
on 500th anniversary of the publication of the 
first Piri Reis map of the world. 

•  In 2020, The Council of European Geodetic 
Surveyors (CLGE) named Piri Reis European 
Surveyor in 2020. 

•  Several warships and submarines of the Turkish 
fleet bear the name of that great sailor and 
surveyor. 

•  There is also a university in Istanbul with his 
name on it. 

•  His works are stored in museums and libraries 
all over the world. 



PIRI REIS 1465 - 1554 


