
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paris DeclaraƟon 
 

 

as prepared during the IX CLGE Conference of the European Surveyor ‘The Role 
of the GeodeƟc Surveyor in Disaster Management’ and CLGE General Assembly 
from 9th to 11th November 2023. 

 

The report ‘2022 Disasters in Numbers’ released by the Centre for Research on 
the Epidemiology of Disasters highlights the huge challenges and threats that we 
all face.  The Emergency Event Database EM-DAT recorded 387 catastrophic 
events and disasters worldwide in 2022 resulƟng in the loss of 30,704 lives and 
affecƟng 185 million individuals with economic losses totalled around US$ 223.8 
billion. Furthermore, in February 2023 the earthquake in south-eastern Türkiye 
caused a loss of more than 50,000 lives and an economic loss of US$109 billion. 

As a result, developing the data, tools, processes, frameworks, and best pracƟce 
to manage natural disasters more effecƟvely is becoming an increasingly urgent 
global priority. The geodeƟc profession provides knowledge and skills that can 
certainly contribute disaster prevenƟon and remediaƟon. 

To be useful and effecƟve, we need to adapt our knowledge and skills to the 
requirements of the disaster management process and to prepare ‘disaster 
management ready’ soluƟons and ways of working.  

The Conference and General Assembly brought together surveyors, geospaƟal 
experts, and subject maƩer experts from across the public, private, and 
academic sectors to share experience and best pracƟce and to consider the 



increasingly important role that geodeƟc surveyors should play both now and in 
the future in the field of disaster management. 

This Conference concludes and acknowledges that: 

 Disasters, whether natural or man-made, have become more frequent, 
more severe, and more widespread in recent years, affecƟng more people 
than ever before.  

 The reasons can vary, and include climate change, populaƟon pressure, 
and direct or indirect human acƟon.  

 The range of threats and disasters is constantly evolving and increasing for 
example the increasing range of technological risks. 

 That we are now experiencing a permacrisis. 

 Disaster management is a mulƟ-disciplinary acƟvity involving a variety of 
actors and professions from the public, private, voluntary, and academic 
sectors. 

 GeodeƟc surveying, geospaƟal data, and applicaƟons are increasingly 
criƟcal to disaster preparedness, response, recovery, and reconstrucƟon. 

 What our profession can offer in this field needs to be more widely 
understood. 

Members of the Council of European GeodeƟc Surveyors (Comité de Liaison des 
Géomètres Européens) who gathered in Paris (FR) from 9th to 11th November 
2023, during the IX CLGE Conference of the European Surveyor - 'The Role of 
GeodeƟc Surveyors in Disaster Management' and the CLGE Autum General 
Assembly do hereby approve and proclaim this ‘Paris DeclaraƟon’ and the 
commitment of our profession to make a posiƟve difference to disaster 
management across Europe. 

We commit ourselves to: 

 ConƟnue to support our members in disaster response and reconstrucƟon 
across Europe. 

 Showcase how our profession can help to solve real-world problems. 

 Promote the role of surveyors in the acquisiƟon and management of high-
resoluƟon spaƟal data relaƟng to cultural heritage to support preservaƟon 
and reconstrucƟon. 

 Support conƟnuing professional development relaƟng to the applicaƟon 
of our profession to disaster management. 

 Encourage all European surveyors, especially young surveyors, to develop 
skills, domain experƟse, and tradecraŌ to support effecƟve disaster 
management. 



 Embrace innovaƟon and technological developments to improve disaster 
management. 

 Invite law and decision makers to enact legislaƟon that promotes and 
enforces the use of geospaƟal data, products, and services for disaster 
prevenƟon and disaster management. 

 Cooperate with kindred surveying bodies such as FIG and the Forum of 
Regional Bodies. 

 Monitor the acƟons of intergovernmental bodies to understand how we 
can contribute to and align with their iniƟaƟves. 

 Act in the public interest, to promote resilience for all European ciƟzens 
and conƟnue to support the UN-Sustainable Development Goals. 
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Vladimir Krupa  Duncan Moss    Joseph Pascual 
CLGE President   Conference Director   OGE President 
         
 
 

 

 

Adopted by the CLGE General Assembly and signed in Paris on this day Saturday, 
11th November 2023. 


