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Introduction

CLGE has started in 2019 (see the presentation from CLGE GA in Istanbul,
October 2019) some work and survey on the process of formalisation of
informal settlements. One would expect that this issue doesn’t exist in
Europe however, our findings have shown that this is certainly not true.
Especially the Southeastern and Middle part of Europe faces problems in
this field.

CLGE wants to foster formalisation processes and insists on the
importance of very easy and cost effectives procedures when it comes to
existing land and built ownership.

CLGE is in favour of the implementation of more robust approaches,
involving the intervention of Property Surveyors and Land
Consolidation Designers from the early stages of the projects. We think,
that in emerging environments, this requires the establishment of
professional Chambers which can oversee and guarantee the work
performed by the local property surveyors.
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Informal settlements

The term informal settlements refers to residential areas where a cluster
of dwellings has been built on land to which the occupants have no
legal title or which they occupy illegally.

It also includes unplanned settlements where housing does not comply
with current planning and building regulations (unauthorised housing).

Informal settlements are often the result of various socio-economic
factors, such as rapid urbanisation, poverty and internal migration.

These settlements can vary widely in quality, location and size. They can
range from slums to luxury residences and can be found in both urban
and rural areas.
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Role of Surveyors

Property Surveyors and Land Consolidation designers are playing a
key role in organising ownership relations for land under informal
settlement in following areas:

Territorial Identification,

Legal and Factual Status Assessment,

Preparation sketches of surveys or Geometric plot plans,
Land Consolidation projects,

Support for Municipalities,

Data Compilation and Analysis,

Facilitating Land Transfers and Quality Assurance.

Their expertise ensures the accurate and efficient handling of geodetic
and legal tasks, which are fundamental to resolving the complex
ownership challenges in these areas.
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Slovak solution

Addressing the ownership relations to land under informal Roma
settlements (RO) in Slovakia is a longstanding social and legal challenge
tied to marginalized roma communities (MRK). The situation reflects
ongoing efforts by the Slovak government and the European Union to
legalise informal housing, improve living conditions, and support the
integration of Roma populations. Key strategies include changes in
legislation, national projects supported by the European Structural and
Investment Funds, and geodetic work to provide legal land
documentation. The approach, carried out by Property Surveyors and
Land Consolidation Designers organised under the Slovak CSC and the
LCC, focuses on identifying the legal and factual status of land, cooperating
with local authorities, and enabling the property registration.

The goal is to support sustainable development, raise hygiene
standards in housing, and strengthen social inclusion for marginalised
Roma communities.
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Main Project Activity EE=S  nNpa-PYP

09/2023 - 10/2026

The main activity of the project is e

. NP - Asistencia obciam s pritomnostou i
land settlement support, which MRK pri usporiadani pravnych vztahov |
includes sub-activities such as | k pozemkom pod osidleniami
geodetic works, legal services, land
consolidation and processing of
contractual agendas.

Poskytneme:

The purpose of the National Project

"Support for the Settlement of Legal — "

Relations to Land in Municipalities « Mapové podklady
with the Presence of Marginalised !

Roma Communities” (NP SUP MRC) is -+ Pravna podpora —

based on the objectives of the Human ( :/I

Resources Operational Programme. « Koordinaéna podpora
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Sub-Activities

Sub-activity 1. Geodetic works and identification of the factual and legal
status of land under RO. This involves local investigation and subsequent
surveying measurement of border points and real estates of the
designated RO district with investigation and localization of ROB.

Sub-activity 2: Activities related to land settlement. This includes
updating and the acquisition of new data on land under RO and
identifying the factual and legal status.

Sub-activity 3: Assistance in land settlement, providing professional
assistance for geodetic services, legal services, and expert opinions. This
sub-activity includes financing professional assistance for geodetic
services, preparation of expert opinions to determine the general value of
the land, and legal services related to the transfer of ownership rights.
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Legal Aspect

This includes the amendment of legislation by Act No. 153/2017, which
amends and supplements Act No. 330/1991 of the National Council of
the Slovak Republic on Land Consolidation.

Important is the cooperation with various organizations and experts in
the field of geodesy and cartography.

All laws and technical regulations for the Real Estate Cadastre are also
complied with.
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Finance

The Ministry of Interior of the Slovak Republic receives non-refundable
financial contributions from the NP SUP MRC for the implementation of
the project.

The beneficiary ensures the fulfilment of the objectives of the activities of
the NP SUP MRC, including effective management of individual sub-
activities and coordination of the process of arranging ownership
relations to land.
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Methodology

The methodology for organising land ownership relations under the RO
includes approaches such as regulation based on consent and agreement,
and regulation according to new ownership relations.

In the Slovak Republic, there are various groups of municipalities that
decide on the organisation of ownership of land under RO within their
cadastral units.

The recommended methodology includes the arrangement of land under
the RO based on consent and agreement, and the arrangement of
ownership relations to land under the RO according to the new
arrangement of ownership and use relations.
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Role of Surveyors

Surveyors, or geodesists, play a key role in the organisation of land tenure
in Roma settlements. Their expertise ensures the accurate and efficient
handling of geodetic and legal tasks, which are fundamental to resolving
the complex ownership challenges in these areas. Here's a detailed
breakdown of their responsibilities:

1. Territorial Identification:

Surveyors carry out geodetic works to delineate the boundaries of RO
districts accurately. They map the physical terrain using advanced
technologies like GNSS and geodetic bases, ensuring that the perimeters
of the settlements are properly defined.
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2. Legal and Factual Status Assessment:

A critical step involves identifying the factual and legal status of the land.
Surveyors prepare identification reports containing maps, ownership
data, and land use assessments, providing municipalities with a clear
understanding of the current land ownership and usage structures.

3. Preparation of Geometric Plans:

They create geometric plans, which are technical documents necessary
for legalizing dwellings, transferring property ownership, or addressing
land fragmentation. These plans are used to update the cadastre,
ensuring that land information is up-to-date and legally binding.
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Settlement area

- hranica obvodu pozemkovych Gprav

- hranica parcely C-KN
- hranica parcely E-KIN
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4. Support for Municipalities:

Surveyors provide professional advice to local governments, helping
them navigate technical and administrative processes. Their guidance
ensures the adoption of appropriate methodologies and compliance with
legal regulations in the land arrangement process.

5. Data Compilation and Analysis:

They compile statistical and geographic data, which becomes the basis
for decision-making regarding infrastructure development and urban
planning. This includes mapping protected areas, flood zones, and other
environmental factors that may influence land use.



*Eﬁ* The Council of European Geodetic Surveyors

#

Comité de Liaison des Géométres Européens

grafickd East

Hranica obvodu RO
Parcely registra C KN
Parcela registra E KN

Nelegalizovana stavba
Legalizovana stavba
Rozostavana stavba

Pozemky vo vlastnictve
obeev 1/1

Sgi?a@?gigtblo&ggd'e'e Obr. 8. « Nalavo grafické cast Identifikécie

Poramky vo viasinictue skutkoveho a pravnehe stavu v RO - mapa

y RPS v siitladi s ortofota snimkou (zdroj: USYRK
SRv 1/1 o .
[14]) a napravo Casti grafického zobrazenia
vystupného elabordtu Identifikécie skutkového
a pravneho stavu v RO.

Pozemky v inom podiele
vo vlastnictve SR
Pozemky v inom podiele
vo vlastnictve SR +obec
Pozemky vo vlastnictve
jedného vlastnika v 1/1,
nie je obyvatefom osady

Pozemky vo vlastnictve
obyvatefov RO v 1/1

e




The Council of European Geodetic Surveyors

Comité de Liaison des Géométres Européens

6. Facilitating Land Transfers:

Surveyors assist with the legal and procedural aspects of transferring land
ownership or rights of use. Their role is to ensure that all technical and
cadastral requirements are met to facilitate smooth transactions.

7. Quality Assurance:

They ensure the accuracy and reliability of geodetic data, adhering to
strict standards and legal requirements. This meticulous approach is
essential to achieve a legally sound and sustainable solution.
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Result 2
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Conclusion

By collaborating closely with local authorities, surveyors directly impact
the success of projects aimed at improving living conditions and
integrating marginalised communities. Their work lays the foundation for
infrastructure development, housing improvements, and long-term
sustainable growth.

The arrangement of land in RO and under ROB aims to improve
coexistence between the majority and minority and contribute to the
long-term sustainable development of the MRC in Slovakia.

The results of the geodetic work are of clear importance in providing
municipalities with geographical data on RO and ROB, up-to-date
information on settlement development and the basis for spatial planning
and decision-making processes regarding the legalisation of Roma
housing.
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Conclusion

CLGE supports formalisation of the informal and recommends
everyone to participate in these processes even with Fit for Purpose
approaches. Include the surveyor or property surveyor in this work and at
least also, in the new process with mandatory as built plans.

An example of good practice is the new construction legislation in
Slovakia.

Thank You!
Peter Repan

peter.repan@clge.eu
+421 905 642151



